[Recent progress of catecholamines--mainly focusing on metabolic syndrome].
Although catecholamine is a well-known classical hormone, its precise pathophysiological role remains obscure. Recently, growing evidence suggests that this hormone plays a causative role in several common diseases such as hypertension, diabetes, and dyslipidemia (metabolic syndrome). Thus, the discussion that follows will mainly focus on our data, including: 1) leptin as well Ang II subtype-2 receptor (AT2), assumed to be a key molecule for metabolic syndrome, much involved in regulating catecholamine synthesis and secretion. 2) Recent progress of pheochromocytoma (SDHX and Peptidergic Regulation). 3) Chromogranin A, as a possible marker for chronic sympatho-adrenal activities.